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whole. In some places Professor Nourse has made a stimulating 
contribution, as for instance in Selection 120, The Possibilities of 
Cooperation, but in the majority of cases he is content to be ex- 
pository rather than argumentative. His style is forceful and 
clear; the reader is apt to regret that the editor has not con- 
tributed more. 

Chapter 1, The Emergence of the Problem of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics, is disappointing. The editor's purpose was to trace the 
development of commercial agriculture out of self-sufficient farm- 
ing. Here was an opportunity to teach students something about 
the history of agriculture in the United States, which in itself 
furnishes instructive illustrations of all the important steps in the 
commercialization of the industry. Instead, some thirty pages 
are devoted to the agriculture of primitive peoples and of classical 
antiquity, twenty more to medieval agriculture and the manor sys- 
tem. In the remainder of the chapter the best material on the 
history of American agriculture has not been utilized. 

Agricultural economics is a broader subject than farm manage- 
ment. It is not concerned only with teaching the individual farmer 
how to make the largest net profit. It is concerned also with 
those broad societal problems involving the place of the agri- 
cultural population and their industry in the national economy. 
The editor has kept well in the foreground the social aspect of 
such matters as the standard of living of the rural population and 
the defects of the labor force both in quality and quantity. In 
so doing he has justified his advocacy of the teaching of agri- 
cultural economics in every institution which aims to give a liberal 
education. 

Percy Wells Bid well. 

Sheffield Scientific School, Yale University. 
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History of Manufactures m the United States, 1607-1860. By 
Victoe S. Claek. With an introductory note by Heney W< 
Faenam. (Washington: Carnegie Institution of Washing- 
ton. 1916. Pp. xii, 675.) 
To say that Mr. Clark's book is the best in its field would be 
faint praise, for there is only one other that covers the field, and 
that was written nearly sixty years ago. When the Carnegie In- 
stitution included manufactures in the general plan of its Con- 
tributions to American Economic History, it hoped to fill a yawn- 
ing gap in the organized and systematic knowledge of our country's 
past. Professor Farnam tells us that Mr. Clark has been in charge 



